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Refurbished .camp for spec1al kids opens Sunday

BY SUSAN NORMAN

undreds of (eorgia
H'al}ildren - dealing
with a oyriad of
personal challenges are com-
ing 16 Winder this summer to
camp at the pewly refurbished
Witl-A-Way campground at
Fort Yargo State Park.

Late last year, the Georgia
Department  of ~ Natural
Resources partnered with the
Rutiedge-based  non-profit,
Camp Twin Lakes, (o totally-

nvata and manage Yarga 5 -

camp fur kids with spex:laj
© geeds..

|mpmvemems is complate,
an
12lcaitips starts Sunday, |
pufting- our finishing tonck-
esjon everything” said Josh
Sweal, Camp Will-A-Way-
difector, .
The irsprovements mc]ude

rapgrading sight of the 16
carpper cabins. “We filled in
th
damaged wood, painted, redid

ai] of-the: plumbing and some: -
oftthe eléctrical, pulin &ll new . -

lights and plumbing fixtares,”
sald Sweat”

i'a'\’.mcud&lamg three staﬁf cab-
in§ and furning a fourth inte

Lmulﬁpm;me building for

indoor activities,
. rentlosing zhe arts arld
crafts building and addmg air
gnémumng i

-redemgmng the old medi-

cal fodge to include infisnary
space, ovenzight facilpties for
dottors and nurses so they are -
WaYS onsile, an eXam room
aud a pharmacy, - :

stem aml mstaihn

_sgonrity sysmn vt
sadding Tully ssil
[ogram fac)huas inc uémg &

sporfs eqmpmeut aud gam
Sweat said.

H Organizations partnenug
with Camp Twin Lakes have
Heen inimlved in the repoyva-

) AC?IVITIES

 this summer when
they arrive at- Fort
Yarge State Park,

!

{ Nearly 100 Georgia young;-

sters  who have sustaingd |
burns are voming’to Winder

this weekend for camp and
L e Baneroend dn o MEsu 37

.,'[‘lie'ﬁrst of rwo phaseé of
1the first of this summer’s

el -Saturduy, we'll be

o ceacks, repaired alf of te”

. mcludmg volunteer médical |}

pes cousse, chmbmg mwer, :

Campers to be _onored in Winder parade

’ ’ ' WELGOME TO CAWIP
Hﬂndr&ds of campers are expec!ed to attend a rengvated Camprl! -A-Way thls sumn-
‘mer af Fort Yargo. | Camypr photos By Jessica Srown

taotis, Sweat said.

“ICs an.oppoitiniy to geta |
place that caters o their needs
qanil- to helpgetup-the infrz.
shucture,? be dafd.

"Camp Twip Lakes provides
“ the fad . programming
and staif facilitaters, and the
parines organizalions obtaig “f{ % -
the ‘caingers arid- voluntesrs, |

spec;ailsts and BLII'SEa neade&i
for each camp.

: “We have a portion we do,
and théy have’a pertion they
do,” Sweat said. “That belps
keep the 'cost low .and the
expencnce vary umquc for”
wach camp”!
L Private f\mdmg for tha-

umty has -reaghed “out
d‘helpedawhuleiﬂt" o '-Ftharg Atatel’-"ark

‘He. spuztﬁbaliy mentioned. ; ‘Wa will give th irfor:
the help: of Home: Depot-and

- disgbilities that they: may o
faxml;é.r wﬁhf espe,cmily
]uvemle popuiahons Sweat
said,

Forw.fcrmanon, go [0 www.
carup_mmlakes O,

Tévin, Laka& staff 16" p!an for
medical e,mergem:le,s Sneat
. sakd. - W

.-Way, White said. " "I

; Mayzz Parads Home' : crifbue
‘jhst a’real ‘go g o onE
?haparadabegimatFoﬂ\zh:gc Kids.
State Park, s nght ol Hy. -
81 then leflat May S’a‘ﬁei. r&ght

The parade iy designed 18
create awarensss of burs i



RV

Campers to be honored in Winder parade

Nearly 100 Georgia young-
sters who ~ have sustained
bums are coming to Winder
this ‘weckend for camp and
will be feamred in-a May 27
parade through the city.

The Georgia Firefighters
Burn Foundation parade 'is
bemg heldin cenjunction with
the summeér's first camp at”
Fort Yarge's newly refurbished
Will-A-Way cam;}ground for-
kids with spemal needs. .

The parade starts at. 10:30
am. and will mclude campers
ages:7-17 riding in 20 lim-
ousines, plus firo trucks and -,
scores. of -law-enforcement -
officérs on motorcyeles. -

“We re hoping We can get
a‘lot of people. oit*for ‘the' "

parade to'cheei these kids on,”

said ‘Lt.Scott” Dakin, public.

information officér fof Barrow:

County Fire -and Emergency
Sétvices,

The - bumn foundatmn is
sponsoring both the paradc
and ‘the five-day camp that
starts Sunday.

“Now that Camnp Twin Lakes
has renovated Will-a- ~Way,
£hey ve added a lot more stuff
and teael’ung oppartumnes for
the kids” "said Capt. Cathy
White of DeKalb County Fire

May 2? Parade Route:
The parade begins at Fort Yargo

State Park, turhs right onto Hwy. -

81, then left at May Strest, right
&t Horton Street, left &t Athens

: Siresl, right at McNeal Road

nghz st Candler Sireet, left 8t
Marion Street, left at Norih 5th’

. Avenue, right at Langiord Street,
which.becomes St Anthony's

~Drive and then Sims Rgad, tfien
“right at North Broad Street and
back & Camp Will-A-Way at Fort .
“Yargo,

the 'Cherokee language and

“means ¢ ‘cool 3 mnmng water” — .
a rerpinder of the ideal initial . in a b ‘
+ collected $14,212.50 for the

tredtmentfor a burn.
" Camip Twin Lakes is pxowd-
ing the facilities and program

-staff, and the bum foundation |
_is providing more than 100

voluniteers; intluding medical
staff, for ‘the five-day camp.
The ‘organizations share the
costs s0 the’ campers parfici-
pate at no cost to their fami-
lies, .
“This i§ just 4 seally, réafly
good partnership that [ hope
extends for some time at Will-

"A-Way,” thte said. - “Ht's

Just areal good thing for our
kids> :

The parade is designed to
create awareness of burn inju-

" vigs and prevention.

“A ot of people don’t reat-
ize that through Alabama,

- Georgia and South Carolina,
. Ve are knéwn as -the ‘bum

belt™” White said. o
“People burn trash and doi’t

thmk anything about it when

they tell :an 8- o IO‘year-old_
i attend: the fire or-they pour

_; Bas onit to get it gtarted.” - °

. & Rescue. She is the dxrector '
of next week’s “Camp Oo-U-
“La” which is defived from

A]I of ngxt. week 'S campers,
have sustained burns reguiring
at least four days in hospital

: _rbum nnits, she said.

Barrow County firefighters-
‘in & -bost campaign May 7-9

state foundation,

Camp Oo-U-La Is the .only
Georgia camp for children
who have. survived bums
according to Lt. Ernest Weand,
the boot drive ¢oordinator in
Barrow County.

“*“We are honored to have thiis
camp here in Barrow County,”
he said. “The ﬁrcﬁghtars are
Jooking - forward to working -
with the foundation in making
this camp a success.”




